PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTESNTH & BUDGET SESSION OF THE
MIZORAM LEGISLARIVE ASSEMBLY E&LD AT THE ASSEMBLY HALL
FROM 22Nd MARCH, 4977 T0 30th MARCH, 1977

Ist Sitting on 22nd March, 1977 at 11 AN

Pu Vaivenga, Speaker in the Cheir, Chief Minister, Six
Minigsters and 22 Merbers were present.

Lt. Governor Speech,.

Mr Speaker and Hon'ble Members,

I a*ﬂ happy to welcome you to
the Sixth Budget Session of the ligoram lesislntive Agsembly
and extend to you my cordial greetings. We are neeting under
the shadow of a grievous loss guffered by the country in the
untively demisge of late Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed who died
in harness as Presgident of India. We are also deecply grieved
at the passing away of Shri Lalhmingthanga whorwag an
illustrious Member of this House. I offer my heart-felt
condolence to the bverieved families.

2. This is the third year in succession that I am having
the apportunity of addressing you. liany events of crucial
importance have taken place during the preéeding year.On
the national scene the country cortinued to consolidate the
gaing of emergency. Indiavcrerzdd as one of the very few
countries in the worjd which suceeded in halting and rever-
sing the inflationary trend, India's position improved
vastly in the balance of internaticonal trade and our fore-
ign exchange reserves recorded a apectacular increasge.
Increase in food-grain production enahled us to build up

an unprecedented buffer stock. Industrial production in the
factories mathched the agricultural production in the field,
thanks to a newly found sense of discipline in the industrial
labour and sound figeal policies. India's stock on the
international scene rose to new heights, Parhaps, an even
greater and nore creditable achleverent during this year
wag the beld decision taken by the Prire Minigter to go to
the polls and seeck n fresh wandate from the people. There
can be no doubt that this bolt step has once again clearly.
and categorically re-affirmed oun conntry's commitment to
democracy. We can, thus, hold our hezds high =e citizens of
the largest democracy in the world,

Y VP
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3. Learer home in Mizoran, the year 1976-77 was marked by
developaents of congidiranle iuportance. A central fact of
1ifc in Mizoraiir hias been ©Ths continulng state of disturbances
crested by vhe unlawful iizo -tional Tront. The year bezan
wlith some very hopeful dovelbpmunts when the leaders of those
rganizations, ade o reguest for holding talks with Goverhment
of India for w neacoful settlement, having ronlizea the futility
of v1olcnt mothods and of scaking assistance from forﬁlgn C Ol
trie This was a nealthy developa:nt which culminated in the
signing of an agreement on st July,1976. In this agreaient
the IIF leaders doclared thoeir regolve to seek a solution of
ell pronlems in Mizoram within the froanework of Indian Coisti-
tution and acknowladged Mizoram os an intejral part of India.
They also decided to abjure viclence and dLOOSlt their aorris
after coming into autually agreed cawmps. On the basis of tiis
agreement operatiohs werce suspended by the Sccurity Forces for
a period of threc months in ordor to facllitébe the .NF, and
MNA persomnel comling into caaps, This agrcoment wag nallca nda
neople welcomed the return of peace with srzat joy. Unforiuna-
tely, subscguent evants belied these hopes, MIF leaders tried
to out distorted weaninz and 1intorpretation on the teras of
agreenent and carried on Inlawful activitics in gplfe of sus
pension of oper:tions. The greatest blow to this 2g uguenJ wﬁﬂ
their failure to coue .tbo co ns wnd desosit ohelr weapons,
There was also large-scale movouent of 1rmed gangs during t.ois
period in violatlon of thisg agreement. In these clrcunstaic.:
Government of India were comyelled to resume cperations for o
1imited neriod, However, keeping in view thoe overwhelminsg desl:
for peace among the peonle &fl Mizoram, operttions were again
suspended with effect from Caristmas Day i.c.,24th Yeceuber, 40,\_
This suspension of operations is ybt continuing out the ?L&E““.
of o lasting peace in Mizorai is dopendent iarocly on the r¢a~
pongc which may be forthcoairg from the WP, Government of
Indix have zone all-oub to cr.ate conditions for a peaceiul
settloment but the reesponsc from tho MNF has so far been suppor-
ted every move for bringing aboot loghing peace. We still nwope
that the efforts being made by the Government of India will
usher in an era of p:ace.

' -\

', TIn the field of developmantal activities uy Government have
continued to push ahead with vigowr and .eterioination, The gize
of our Annual Plan for the noxt year has been increased Uc

fs 11.07 crores which jives us an increase of about 20% over the
budgetted allocation for the current year. This is a sibstoan-
tial increase which has been possiule on account of the spaoial
2fforts made by the Chief Minister ond his colleagucs during
digcussions held with the Deputy Chalrman and othar senior
sewbers of the Planuing Coamission in January thig year. We
expect to pet froo the MNorth Eastern Council an alloenticon of
B3 1,53 crores for the next Financial year and the contrdlly
snmonsored sciemes are oxpected to account for an oxenditure

of avout Is 70 lakhs 1n Mizoram. In addition, the



-\

Border roads are expected te spend 1 5.47 crores in Mizoran

during the next financinl year, A1l this adds upbo an amownt

of B 18,77 crores which snhould ensure an accelerated tempo of
developmwental activities, ™y Governoent have succeeded 1n '
buildinz up and strengthening the adrministrative infragtructure
gince the forwation of the Union Territory and we are confident

that funds which have been nrovided will be utilized fruitfully

and for the benefit of the coumon people,

5e Agriculture continues to receive the highest prdority
in our developuent schemes. As against an outlay of & 149
lakhs during the current year we expect to spend ® 175 Llakhs
during the next financial year. In addition, the N.®,C~ have
sanctioned schemes to the extent of s 67,63 lakhs for the Lext
year. As against 3,000 hectares of land being reclaimed for
permansnt cultivation during the curvent year, it is expected
that 4,000 hectares of land wlll be reclaimed during the next
financlal year., Tc facilitabe permanent cultivation in the
recladimed lands the Agriculbture Department is also undertaking
construction of roads and paths Yo thesge arsas. During the
year 1977-78 abeut 50 Km of anproach roads will be constructed
ard 300 pairs of plough-aninals will be digtributed at a sub-
sidised rate, An lmportant feature of the agriculture programne
ig the jhum conbrol schemes undertaken in Chhimtuipul Disutrict
iz JBalak and Chandur valievs, An amount of s 16,63 lakhs

will be spent on thase schemes in the year 1977-78, It is-
highly gratifying that this backward area of YMizoran is now
receiving concenbrated attention.

b, Certaln comiendabls m:asures have been initiated

to sirengthen the infrastructure for rapid development of
airiculture in Mizoram, These include selting up of a Projgery
Wursery, a Regionel Potato Seed Far:, a Ginger Seed Multiplica-
tion Farw, =2 Soil Survey Orgzanir-ition and a Krishi Vigyan
Kendra. To provide technical wanpower for these facilitics
the ggriculture Departaent conbtinued to sponsor students for
Tachillcal courses, During the curvent year one candidate was
sent for PhJD., 4 Tor ¥.8cagriculiure) and 12 for B.Sc
(Agriculture). During the next year anothor 20 candidates ors
proposed to be gsent for hisher technical education in the
figld of ajriculture,

7 1977 being the yzar in which Thingtan Famine is
apprehended, special measures have been taken to deal with
this problem. The Desartiment of Airiculture has enlisgted
the help of Indian Council of Asricultural Research, Dircc-
torate of Plant Protection: and Quarantine and North-Eastern
Hill University to mount & concerted attack on this menace.
Cultivators have been provided rat poison froe of cogt,

In order to give a further Inceniive for the extermination



of rgbs Government are siving 20 paise per rat killed. 504

in areas which are likely to be affected, cultivators are being
encouraged to go in for crops other than paddy. Ginger seed

is being distributed on loan basis to the extent of B 25 lakiis
which should benefit 5,000 familizs. In this manner an all out
effort is being wade to meet ths threat of Thingtam, Irrijation
schemes to the tune of B 25 lakhs will bz taken up during the
year 1977=-78, These schemes are a necessary adjunct to our Plans
for setting people on permanent cultivation,

8. Mizoram could have had a vast area under forest and its
forest wealth alone would have ensured ghigih degree of prospe-
rity but for the wasteful practice of burning down the vezeta-
tion for jhum cuWltivation. Now that an increasing number of
people are bgkng gottled on permanent cultivation, efforts are
being made simultaneously to bring a large arca under afPoresta=-
tion., In the Plan Budget for 1976=77 thepe is a provision of

R 27 lakhs which has been increaszd to ks 30 lakhs in the next
financial year, During the current year 400 hectares of land
have been brought under economic plantation, 300 heckabes under
quick-growing speciecs, 100 hectares under fuelwood plantatilon,
70 hecrates under farm foresiry. Similar targets have been
fixed Tor the next year alsc. Special attention was paid by

the Forest Departrent to Chhimtuipui District this year. Another
important activity of the Devartuent is related to so0ll conser-
vation, It has been found that people are taking enthusiasticall;
to the idea of terracing the hill sides. The current year's
target of Perracing 1,200 hecra es is being raised to 2,500
hactarcs for the next y=2ar for which an allocation of K 80 laiths
has been made in 1977-78. It will be seen that wy Governaent

is attaching the highest importance to this task because it is
folt that berracing the hillside will put an end to the wastelul
practiceg of chifting cultivacion gnd will badlng presperity to
the people, '

Ve In a backward area health gcrvices ar> :2nerally litad:ee
quate. My Government have, therefore, been makin, gtrenncus
efTorts to lmprove medicgl facilites. During the carvrent yaoor
it was posgsible to couplete the new building of the Civil Hoa-
pital at Alzawly, a 50 bedded Hospital at Champhai, a j0-bedded
Primary Health Centre at Inahthial, a j0-bedded Lispensary atb
South Vanlaiphal, extensicn of Serchhip Hogonital to 30 beds ond
functioning of 1é beds in the new building of Sailha Hosoital.
Altogethor 118 bads have been added to the existing bed-siren,th
of 40+ in various Hospitals, dispeusarics and Primary lealth
Bentres, This is o significant - .+ .oawwnd in thae comiig
financial year it 1s expectnd that the Priwary llealth Zentizs
and. Digpensaries at 3iate, Lawngtlal snd Bukpui will be complated.
Work hns also been started for the Disnensary at Darlawn and
Primary Fealtih Ceutre abt Phalleny and Ngopa, We are continuing
fo feol handicapped on account of shortage of Doctors. We have,
however, 47 stulents stWlying invarious medical collicgeae and it
is empectad that in duc codrse this difficulty wil be overcoie,
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10. The activitieg of the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary .
Department have been expandinz steadlly., In the next finangial
year we hope to gpend B Y5 lakhs as agalnst. b 45 lakhs during
the current financigl year. The animal hugbandry programme
inciudes extension of the Cattle Breeding Farms at Selesih and
Lunglei and distribution of 190 dalry cows to meribers of the
public at 504 subsidised price. For poultry Development the
Centre Hatchery at Selesiih is expected to grow to itsg full slze
and meet the requirerents of poultry birds in Mizoram during
the next year. The Rogional Pig Breeding Farm financed by

the N.BE.Cs is functioning well and the tarzet of 100 saw units
will be achieved in the next financisl year. Veberinary services
continued to be handicapped fo. want of technical personnel.

Tt appears that a Degree in Veterinary Science is not considercd
as attractive as a Degree 1n Engineering or Medical Science.
Even so, we have sponsored 7 students for the Bachelor Degrec

- courgse and I student for post~graduate course, L0 various
institutions. We have alsd sponsored 10 students {or Veteri-
nary field Assistant's Course. ' '

1. ‘In the field of education sustained efforts were made
to achieve qualitative 2s well as quantitative improvement.

The pupil-teacher ratio which was initially 46:1 has been
brought to k0:1 Book Banks have been set up in Primary, Mlddle
and High Schools for the benefit of poor students, TFor qualita-
tive Improvement we have now a regular flow of trained teachers
from the 3 Teacher's Training Institutes. In addition, we are
holding short training courses and workshops in collaboration
with the National Council of Tducational Research and Training..
the National Institubte of Languages and the Board of* Secondary
Education, Assam. To improve sclence teaching in our elementary
schools we are taking advantage of a UNICEF programme for up~
grading th:e gcience laboratories in the Teacher'!s Training Ins-
titutes at gizawl and Lunglei. We are using text books prepared
and »ublished by the NCERD so as to ensure a uniformly high stan-
dard in education., The othor notable achievements in the dield
of educabtion are the setting up of the Mizoram Board of School
Education, taking over the Lunglel Colleze by the Govermment,
strengthening of Mizoram Hindi Trainlng Instituce ete., Migora:n
holds an ermviablo pogition in the counbtry on account of its
very high percentage of literacy., The nzed is to improve the
quality of higher education for which measures mentioned he.e
have been taken,

12 With the rising tempo of developmental activities, the
Bublic Works De artment has also expanded its working greatly.
This is a servicing Department and on its activities depend

the success of a large number of project. The magnitude of the
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activities of this Depart..ent can be judzed froa the fact tnov
during the next financial year PvD will be executling works

o .xbion of Ts 37 Jakhs in the Sshte Plan,fs 74 lakhs under ile
NnG Plan,ks 155 on the Non.plan side, thus, asaking a total of
Ry 663 laﬁhs. Durinz the current wvaar it was possibie to co~
plete the 19 KM long Bilkhawthlir-Saiphai rosd, 37 Ko long

T uivawlchiuah-8uang puil awn- - road, 39 K21 long "3 L
Sanlukhoi portion of Aizawl-Thenzawl road. These roads weic
thrown open to vehiculir traffic. Io was wlso nogsible to
thirow open the first 22 KM bortion of Kolasib-Bairabi road to
vehiclul r traffic, Prozross was also mintalned on the roads
under the NEC scheume, nanely Kawnpui-Balirabi-Kunarghat road

Al zawli~vdt-Gharmura roxd, In the next yzar it is proposc:
to step up the tempo of road coustruztisn work and throw open
to traffic a nuabzer of roaxds which ~re under conslruction,

13 A significant achicyient during the current year was
the acceptance by Goverament of Ialia of a scheme for cons-
truction of certain roads in our Yord:r areas, They have sincC.
tioned exccution of Phailenz-D wmagiri road and oSiltlang-Parva
road, A »orovigicn of Is 50 lakhs has been nade to begin cons-
vruction of these roads, Similarly, the 3order Roads Develop~
ment Borrd huve accepbed responsibility for lLuaproving Adzcwl-
Silchar road and takineg up the allernative Link from Kawnpul
to Adzawl via Salrang,. ALl thes: works will be executed by
the Border Roads Task Force, It 1s after a prolonged effort
by the Government of fizoram that these programeg have been
accepted and our people will henefit gregtly from these,

1, The power gencration 1n Mizoras has increased steadlly
during the ladt two yoars, Startin., fros 570 KW in 1974~75
it went up to 1070 KW in the year 1975~76 and is ex»ected to
rzach 2333 KW by the end of current financial year, During
the nezt financial year power iz=neration will go up to 2869
KW wiiich marks a rapid and creaditable increuase 1n the peflfor-
gance of the Power and dflectricity De ywiment. The work on
66 KV lin= made rapid progress during tile currsnt year and

it should bec possible to energize the Line inn another two o
three wonths, This will enablce powzr fros the North-Sasiern
Tlectriecity Grid to flow into ilizoram.

15, Mizoram being tiaditiocmnlly a dofilcit arza,sovernment
have to iaport larse quantity of foodervcalns each year. This
regnonsihility has been dischargod quite effectively by the
Supply Denartaent, Durin: the current yoar aporoximately
24,500 1etric tonnas of rice, 1650 metric tomnes of sugar and
425 metric tonnzs of wheat are being iaspcrted and digtribut.d
in Mizorame



~(7)-

It reguires a wajor effort to ensurc thut peovle everywhera gev
their supplies in time, Iu ordey to avold wastage due to poor
storgge facilitos, “overntent nave undertaker the censtructlon

of permanent godowns at Kolasib and Serchhips, In the nexv finane
cial year 9 more zodowns will Do takenn up for constiactlon.

16, The Transoort Wing with o flecet of 73 vehicles in running

cordition was deployed for carrying egssential commodities to
various places., In ogditicn, there are 40 buges plying on 40
routes, In the ccalng y=-r it - 1s pronosed to add 15 more vehi-
cles for goods transport nd 5 wore vuses for public transoort

so as to provide better sarvice to the people, 4 very important
achievement of this Department is that 1t managed to push through
the schem: for giving loans to 50 eligible persons for purchase
of trucks, While 30% of the msoney will be provided by the gState
Bank of India in the fori of loan, another 10% will be provided

by the Government as seed money. This will go a long way in over.-

coming the shortaze of transport vehicles in Mizoram.

17 In the co-opcrative sector, current year's budgst pro-
vision of ¥ 30.75 lakhs is zoing to be rais=d to 3 38-19 lalhs
in the next financial ysar. So far 26 Co-oporative Socletics
nhave been registered and anciher 16 Socleties are in ths final
stages of organization, A major esphasis hag been placed on
consuner co-oporation under the 20 Point Wconomlc Programae.
The 1izo Wholesale Co=-operative gStore which is an anpex of
conswier cooper«tives played o zignificant role in the public
distribution system., Those co~operatives have undertaken the
distribution of essential co.modoties, controlled cloth ste.,
A major achisvewment was the seiting up of the “Supsr Market™
at Alzawl in Noverber, 1976 with 12 differ:ant Departments
dealing with 211 ranges of articles roguived by the people.
The getting un of ithis Dipartm ncal Store has had a salubary
effect on *he price Loval provailing in Adzawl, In the £icld
of cooperative marketing the Apex Markebing Co=op-rative Socilo-
ties continued to play a key rols in the marketing of gingur,
During the current year the Society oxnects to procure about
60,000 Qtls, of ginser imvolving transachisong Lo the tune of

s éO lakhs. Next yoar the targebt of procurement will be
1,25,000 Qtls. of ginger.

18, The Industries Department continued to pay its primary
attention to small industrics while -oxploring the possgibility
cf some major industriss coininz into Mizoram, Ths proposal
for setting up an Indugtrizl Sstate at Kolasib is askinhg prog-
regs and durdng the next year it should be possivble to set _
i a mumber of swmall industriad units there. Industrial loans

to the sxtent of M 8 lakhs were distributed to small entreprener. .

during the cuwrrent year,
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In addtion, o sun of Iy 't lakhs was disburs.d under Rural
Industrics Projoct, Under th2 scheans for prouttion of
handloon industry, 7 Weavors! Service “entres builidin.s
were Rix completed during the curr nt year and th more
such buildin g ~ra undor constructisne. In each Weavarag!
Service Cenire 10 wnersong will oo given fiy-shuttlc 1ocomns
at 50% subsgidyv, twus encouragin: T o take To a quicker
and more prolfitabl: tareinniaque of .« aking handloom cloth,
The Govarnment Raw-matorial Depot centinued to supply w
weavers withh yearn gb reasonable rates. A Desigh=Cum=
Production Centre hus algo heoen set up at Lu ngmual for
giving new designs to woivers.

19 The procass of gtrenzthoning the adoinistrative
infrastructurs continued during the current ycar, In
order to 1iprove the adninistrative cfficisncy of our

of ficers uy Government sent 18 gazettedofficers to underio
various training courses in well-established Institutes
211 over thecountry. 4 new post of Behabllitabicn Coalii-
ssioner wag cruated for payinsg conceniratzd atvention to
the task of rchablitatron of MNF, returns.s and a senior
Tiise8e officer has been postod, Detailled schomis have
been  prep.red for  :habilitation work and recently Loverine
ment of India have conveyed sznctl o to the extent of # 10
lakhs to be spent on rehabilitation durin: the current year,
It is expected that it will now be poseibls bto undertake
this important task in a systematic mnd of T:2tive manner.

20, © o The work of the Autonomus District Councils in
Chhiwbuipul Disurict cowm: in or a cloge look durinz this
year, 0n account of repeated complaints of [fiasncial and
~dwinistrative irregulariticzg 1t hrd becous n:cagsary to-
aprnoint Co wission of “ng. uiry into the offairs of Pawl

and Chakme District Couneils. On » -trubkihy of the regorts
of these Corissions it =as found that the all:zaitions of
lrregularitli g ware substancidlly correct. It was, therefore,
decided to toke over the adicinisliatinn of both District
Councils by the «4dadnistrotor of the IUnion Territory throush
Denuty Co udssioner of Chhimtuisui District., 4 sustained
«flort is now being ..ade to el :an up and nut in order the
affadlrs of these two District Councils. 4 special prograice
hag been drawn up for intensifying vhe developaental acti-
vitdl s nov only in ths area of thosce two District Councils
but wlso 1n Lakher District Council arca, Or:r and above
the nor o4 wud. .t allocation Tor the currcnt year, nmy
Goveritment ds sovendlng B 17 lakhs on special schemes in the
aren of 211 the three District Councils in Chhi tuilpul Dis
Pricts This ig 4 welcone measure b cause in Mizoran this
Districe constitubtes the most backward area and it deserves
special attention,
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21, Mr,Speaker and Ion'ple loobers, I have endeavoured to
give To you a brief outlinz of the :mny gided activities of
ay Governaent and the dirsction in whicihi we are marching
forward, On 211 accounts thiis has bosn a yoar of many achle-
vements, The found-tion for a o7 rapid progress has been
laid, The adsinistrative unchinery is gear:d up to meet the
new basks and challens s with a =arked scnse of condidence,
The gituatisn now desiands o sustained cdmpoaipn and Co=operi-
tion of all peoyle to wipe ous the backleo:; of ccononic backward-
negs and bring Mizoram into a new cera of prosr.:gs and proge-
perity. tbre than anything else, we necd peace Lo achleve
this ovjective, Roturn of peace to Mizora:r will be hastened
if all people agsert the full weight of thelr will and opinion
in favour of peace ud against those who hawve beon misguided
lanto the path of violence and unlawful activiiics,

22 With thoese worfs. I lesvae vou to vour dzlibhersbions and
s ¥
wish you all success,.

J;LI HIND

SPLLKER: The Lit.Governor had bean wdliressing the
meeting of the House and the Copy of the
Mdross may be laid on the table by the
Szerotary to the Asscibly.

Jfotlion of Thanks Notice on the
It.Governor fddruss had veen recelved from don'hle ryLlalkunza
and sceconded by vhe Hoamthie  ooper Mr.FlJllransvela, And then
the digcussion »n the Lbt.doveraor .3 ress will be held
Lommorrow, i.es 23rd March, nd tho Ilous: stands adjounred
today till 1U:30 toumuorrow i.e. 23rd March,1977,

D.C. F.LIDE
Sccretary





